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he was persuaded it would not prevent officers from acting
according to their consciences; and he spoke of your brother
with many encomiums. Sir W. Meredith then notified his
intention of taking up the affair of the warrants on Monday
se'nnight. Mr. Pitt was not there, nor Lord Temple in the
House of Lords; but the latter is ill. I should have told
you that Lord Warkworth4 and Thomas Pitt moved our
Addresses; as Lord Townshend and Lord Botetourt did
those of the Lords. Lord Townshend said, though it was
grown unpopular to praise the King, yet he should, and he
was violent against libels; forgetting that the most ill-
natured branch of them, caricaturas, his own invention, are
left off. Nobody thought it worth while to answer him, at
which he was much offended.

So much for the opening of the Parliament, which does
not promise serenity. Your brother is likely to make a very
great figure : they have given him the warmth he wanted,
and may thank themselves for it. Had Mr. Grenville taken
my advice, he had avoided an opponent that he will find
a tough one, and must already repent having drawn upon
him.

With regard to yourself, my dear Lord, you may be sure
I did not intend to ask you any impertinent question. You
requested me to tell you whatever I heard said about you ;
you was talked of for Ireland, and are still; and Lord
Holland within this week told me, that you had solicited
it warmly. Don't think yourself under any obligation to
reply to me on these occasions. It is to comply with your
desires that I repeat anything I hear of you, not to make use
of them to draw any explanation from you, to which I have
no title; nor have I, you know, any troublesome curiosity.
I mentioned Ireland with the same indifference that I tell
you that the town here has bestowed Lady Anne, first on

4 Afterwards second Duke of Northumberland.755, for opposition to treaties
